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A SCIENTIFIC CENSUS |

punched cards go! thelr first big testin

America’s 1890 census. Half a century later,

another census: d

they made possible
catalogue of British flora

comprehensive

and fauna.

Nocumenting the Island’s ecology demanded

technology both portable and rellable.

punched cards fit the bill. In the late 19405,
the Powers-Samas Company developed a

system using 40-column cards. Researchers

in the field wrote directly on the cards.

Afterwards, clerks punched In the data for

processing. ‘ \
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As punched cards revolutionizt

became visible symbols of business

automation. Less visible,

role In scientific research.

Punched cards and computers transformed every task

that required complling, organizing, manipulating, and

printing data. A 1940s survey of British plants and animals

was a notable example of a large-scale study built ong

new technalnaw

d the workplace, they

and government

but equally import
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